STEVEN BATTELLE

Cmfﬁm /0/ A %%fwéy

This coin has been personally inspected and determined to be an authentic ancient coin .
If deemed a forgery by the ACCS, IGC, NGC, or PCGS, it may be
returned at any time for a refund of the purchase price.

Babylonia, Babylon, C 322-312 BC, AR Stater
Bo82189/Uo3887 150Gm 23 mm

Obv: Ba'al wearing himation and holding scepter in left hand. 3 dots on the left field Rev: Lion walking left, above
L. SNG Cop. 264 Var.; Delepiere 3005 Var. BMC 187 NGC certified 682-1357-127

Upon finishing his expeditions to the outer limits of Asia Minor, Alexander the Great led his army westward late in
331 BC. The metropolis of Babylon was surrendered by its satrap, Mazaios, whom Alexander rewarded with the
local governorship. Alexander made Babylon his royal seat, and there established one of his most important mints,
from which a large quantity of regular ‘Alexandrine or 'imperial' coinages were struck, including the impressive
decadrachms of circa 327/6 BC. In addition to the imperial' coinages, Babylon also produced a substantial group of
local coinages, some of which initially bore the name of Mazaios, but which continued without the name of a satrap
after his death in 328 BC. Silver is represented by Tion staters’ and at least three smaller denominations, all bearing a
seated Baal on the obverse and a standing lion on the reverse. The staters initially were struck to the weight of the
Attic tetradrachm, but eventually were reduced to the lighter Persic standard of the Babylonian shekel. Though
initiated under Mazaios, silver coinages were produced for decades, with the final silver coins probably being struck
circa 288/7 BC under Seleukos 1.
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